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They had coined Hungryalism from the
word ‘Hungry’ used by Geoffrey Chaucer
in his poetic line “in the swore hungry
Tyme”. The central theme of the
movement was Oswald Spengler’s idea of
History, that an ailing culture feeds on
cultural elements brought from outside.
These writers felt that Bengali culture
had reached its zenith and was now
living on alien food.
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The poets significantly brought about a
change in the language and vocabulary
used in Indian literature. The
Hungryalists wanted to disturb the
reader’s mind that was filled with
preconceived colonial ideas. That’s why
it became one of most controversial

movement during its time and faced huge

criticism from the upper class of the
society and government.
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